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to Eradicate Partner Abuse
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SIGNIFICANT NATIONAL, PROVINCIAL & LOCAL MILESTONES
TO ERADICATE PARTNER ABUSE

Partner Abuse in Canada

The existence and severity of partner abuse in €aanas brought to our national
attention in the early 1970s, primarily as a reefithe efforts of victims and survivors of
such violence and feminist anti-violence workerse Tirst shelters for abused women in
Canada were established in the mid-1970s; thereaveapproximately 540 shelters for
abused women in Canada today, 130 of which arentar®.

Over the past 30 years, our understanding of teegbence and complexity of partner
abuse has grown. In keeping with this awarenes$egsionals and advocates from
various sectors, including legal-justice, healtd arental health, and victim services,
have come together to develop, establish and niaiotenprehensive service networks
for victims of partner abuse and their familieso@bnating Committees have been
established in many communities to support anditaie positive working relationships
among the many different agencies and organizatianking with victims of partner
abuse and their families.

Significant national and provincial milestoneshe effort to eradicate partner abuse
include:

» Canadian Panel on Violence Against Wome(1991-93) Created by the Prime
Minister in 1991 and mandated to investigate tsaasf violence against women
and develop solutions with attention to varioud@escinvolved in anti-violence
work. Final report includes Zero Tolerance Actidar®® for: anti-violence, health
and community services; legal institutions; workgl@nvironments; military;
education; media,; religious institutions; and tlhegrnment.

* May-llles Inquest (1998) Inquest into the death of Arlene May, whawa
murdered by her estranged common-law partner icMdr996. The final report
from the inquest included 213 recommendations ¢tioa and change.

* Family Violence Initiative (1996-ongoing) Federal initiative mandated to:
promote public awareness of risk factors for farwityience; improve responses
to family violence in criminal and housing sectasg research effectiveness of
various forms of intervention.

* Hadley Inquest (2002) Inquest into the death of Gilliardieg, who was
murdered by her estranged husband in June, 20@0fifd report from the
inquest included 58 recommendations for actioncrahge.

* Domestic Violence Death Review Committe@003) As recommended in the
final report from the Hadley Inquest, the Dome$ticlence Death Review
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Committee (DVDRC) was established by the Coronédmtario. The DVDRC is
mandated to contribute to the reduction in domestilence in general and
domestic violence in particular by reviewing aliinate partner and ex-partner
homicides and making recommendations to address\atgmic issues,
problems, gaps or shortcomings identified duringd saviews.

Domestic Violence Action PlanProvincial initiative mandated to: improve
services for abused women; support effective conitygnordination and
collaboration; and increase awareness and unddmstpaof the issue of domestic
violence in social service sectors and communitgiage.

Improving Our Response to Partner Abuse

Canada and Ontario have instituted a number ofifspeteasures designed to improve
our response to partner abuse, including:

significant amendments to the Criminal Code of @ansuch as changes which
made illegal for men to rape their wives and ciadfthe issue of consent (1983),
and the more recent development of criminal harassiand stalking laws
designed to protect victims after they separatenfam abusive partner (1993);

changes to police orders including the introductbmandatory charging
policies in the case of spousal violence resuliting significant increase in the
number of charges laid (early-mid 1980s);

specialized Domestic Violence Courts (or “dedicatedrts”) and Domestic
Violence Crown Attorneys (or “dedicated Crowns ¢dbed throughout the
province;

creation of Victim/Witness Assistance Program tovie support to victims
involved with criminal courts;

creation of Partner Assault Response Program designhold offenders
accountable for their violence through court-maadatounselling and increase
victims’ safety;

development of the Ontario Domestic Risk Assessif#i1) for use by police
officers when assessing likelihood that an offerwdiircommit more violent
assaults — and -

revisions to the Child & Family Services Act (On¢arto recognize children who
witness partner abuse as children in need of potec

Development of Quinte Coordinating Committee Agawislence Protocol —
“Our response to sexual assault and domestic \aelér 2003

Local development of dedicated Domestic Violencer€e- 1999
Development of Quinte & District Victims Fund Conttee — 1995
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